
Dear Friends of 
Catholic Charities,

I am honored to 
partner with the team 
and continue the work 
of Catholic Charities, 
to build on existing 
relationships and 
cultivate new ones.  It 

is the mission of the agency “to be a visible 
sign of Christ’s love” and to be that sign we 
must all exhibit a love such as Christ did.  His 
word tells us in 1 John 3:16 “this is how we 
know what love is; Jesus Christ laid down His 
life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers and sisters.” 

We are striving to enhance processes, 
develop strategies, and ensure the growth 
of the agency through excellence in service 
and building trust within our communities.  As 
we continue to assess how far we have come 
and dedicate ourselves to the length of which 
we will go, it remains clear the services we 
provide would not be possible without our 
donors, supporters and volunteers.   For this, 
we are forever grateful and say thank you.  

We have been blessed to open the doors 
at our new shelter for individuals who have 
experienced violence in their lives.  The 
shelter expands our ability to provide housing 
to up to 25 individuals at a time, our previous 
location only allowed us to serve up to half 
this number.  In addition to the opening 
of our new shelter, our Born Free/New 

Beginnings program which is dedicated to 
serving individuals who are facing challenges 
associated with the opioid crisis and other 
substance abuse will be relocating.  The 
Shelter for Domestic Violence and the Born 
Free/New Beginnings programs will both play 
an instrumental role in our state and continue 
to meet the needs of individuals and their 
children. 

The month of October will be just as engaging 
as September.  We will kick off two of our 
annual events with the first being Journey of 
Hope.  We are excited to have Mr. Rocky Bleier 
as our guest speaker whose story will be a 
true inspiration to us all.  The second event 
is the all so fun Purple Dress Run 
that helps to bring awareness to 
Domestic Violence and proceeds 
benefit our shelter.  

As we move closer to the end of 
the year, we are taking the time 
to reflect on the past and look 
toward the future.  This will mean 
more exciting opportunities along 
with new challenges and we are 
all determined to give more and 
grow more.  Just like trees that 
are deeply rooted into the earth 
that reach out to be closer to 
the roots of nearby trees, we 
at Catholic Charities continue 
to give intentional thought on 
ways to reach out to those in our 
communities.    Psalms 1:3 states 

“and he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 

The outpouring of support and love received 
from organizations and individuals across 
the nation has proven to be a continuous 
reminder of how everyone will rally together 
for a great cause.  On behalf of the entire 
team at CCI, we remain blessed and honored 
to be called to serve! 

 

Wanda Thomas, LCSW
Executive Director
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Find Help. 
Give Hope.

The mission of Catholic Charities is to be 

a visible sign of Christ’s love by helping those 

who are unable to help themselves; 

the poor and vulnerable, 

especially children, women and families.

www.catholiccharitiesjackson.org



NEWS

After a fire and 18 months delay, the shelter and rape crisis center opened late 
August assisting survivors and their families. We thank the community, 

our staff at Catholic Charities and most of all Linda Raff and Mary Woodward. 
Our dream was made real with your assistance.



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

BORN FREE/NEW BEGINNINGS
The Catholic Charities 
Born Free/New 
Beginnings community 
is one that provides 
pregnant and parenting 
women who are 
chemically dependent 
a new chance at life. 
Women come to Born 
Free from all over the 
state of Mississippi in 
order to give birth to 
chemically free babies, 
or to reunite with their 
young children as they 
engage in treatment. 
Women are given a chance to bond with 
their children while living a sober, healthy 
life. 

The ability for women to bond and unite 
with their children while learning sobriety 
and independence is what makes Born 
Free/New Beginnings such a unique 
service program. Children in the program 
are loved, nurtured, and supported along 
with their mothers. Women are also 
engaged with a licensed counselor and 
certified peer support specialist 
who together assist in addressing 
therapeutic needs as well as basic 
needs for both mothers and their 
children. 

Eligibility for the program requires 
only that a woman be either pregnant 
or parenting a child aged 0-4. 
Admissions are scheduled according 
to bed availability. Donations are 
always welcome to cover the cost of 
treatment and daily living for 
women and their children. 

We are pleased to be 
relocating Born Free New 
Beginnings to the former 
Norbertine Priory under a five 
year lease.  We are blessed to 
serve those entrusted to us in 
this excellent facility.

HOPE HAVEN 
In 2005, 
Dr. Rester 
came to 
C a t h o l i c 
C h a r i t i e s 
as our first 
and only 
child & 
adolescent 
psychiatrist 
physician.  
He has provided services 
to all of the children’s 
programs.  It has been a 
labor of love for him.  We 
have leaned on his expertise 
through countless crisis and 
emergency admissions.  He 
has seen over 2000 youth 
during his tenure with us 
and in all of this time his 
fees for services have never 
changed. We are sure that 
not many professionals, who 
provide this type service, 
can make that claim!  He is 
the gift that keeps on giving 
and along the way, Dr. 
Rester has become a part of 
our family. 

No words can express our 
profound appreciation and 
fondness for Dr. Rester.  
We are so very grateful 
for his many contributions 
to Catholic Charities Inc. 
and for taking us on as his 
personal ministry.  

Dr. Mark O. Rester, MD, is a 
Psychiatry specialist and 
has over 21 years of diverse 
experience, especially in 
Psychiatry.  Dr. Rester is a 
practicing Psychiatrist in 
Flowood and is affiliated 
with many hospitals 
including Baptist Medical 
Center and Simpson General 
Hospital.



Board of Directors

   F A L L  2 0 1 7

  

850 East River Place, Jackson, MS 39202
www.catholiccharitiesjackson.org

To be a visible sign of Christ’s love by helping the vulnerable and those in need, especially children, women, and families.

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Jackson, MS
Permit #206850 East River Place  |  Jackson, MS 39202

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

• • •

@CCJacksonMS
 

Board of Directors
Bishop Joseph Kopacz- Chairman
Father Lincoln Dall-Vicar General
Mary Woodward-Secretary
Msgr Elvin Sunds-Carolyn Callahan-Linda Raff

Governance Council:
Michael Crandall-Chair
Laura Walters-Vice-Chair
Theresa Abadie, Marcus Burger, Rev. Lincoln Dall, 
Joe Donovan, Rusty Haydel, Cindy Jefcoat, 
Dr. Gene Loper, Rev. Lannis May, Bill Morris, 
Sherry Pitts, , Lonnie Treadaway, Tamika Wray

Northeast Office Advisory Board:
Robert Stewart-Chair, Veronica Torres-Vice-Chair,
Fr. Timothy Murphy-Secretary, Rev. Lannis May- 
Governance Council, Rev. Annie Douglas, 
Mrs. Ann King, Mrs. Sherry Williams

850 East River Place  |  Jackson, MS 39202

Let’s run domestic  
violence out of town!

October 17, 2019  •  The District at Eastover   •   Start Time:  6 p.m.

Register at www.raceroster.com/25082 or simply scan the QR code!

$25 Early Registration Fee
($35 after September 30)

Participants receive a t-shirt,  
swag bag, and free drink ticket. 

Grab your best purple dress and join us for a 5K run/walk to benefit 
Catholic Charities Shelter for Battered Families. 

Leave A Legacy 
by considering 

Catholic Charities 
in your 

Will or Estate.

For more information 
contact 

Michael Thomas at 
michael.thomas@catholiccharitiesjackson.org 

or Julie O’Brien at 
julie.obrien@catholiccharitiesjackson.org


